Consultants to the project:

ZAFIMAHALEO RASOLOFONDRAOSOLO


Dama- in his full name Zafimahaleo Rasolofondraosolo- is one of the most beloved and influential musicians of his country, the Indian ocean island of Madagascar. He sings, plays guitar, harmonica, and the Malagasy string instrument Kabosy, pictured on the photograph.
Since 1972, the beginning of his fame and that of his eponymous band Mahaleo, he has written music and texts for more than 80 original songs, drawing on different roots rhythms of Madagascar and other African regions, and western influences, such as the Blues. The group Mahaleo, recently the subject of a feature-length documentary film (http://www.mahaleo.com)  is of pivotal significance for the musical history of Madagascar, and now,  in its 35th anniversary year, is running as strong as ever, with world-wide concert tours attracting tens of thousands of fans. Apart from Mahaleo concerts, Dama is also regularly performing as a solo artist at festivals and concerts. In the last few years he gave concerts at the Grahamstown Festival of Arts in South Africa, at the Brighton Festival in the UK - (both times accompanied by Mahaleo percussionist Charles) - at the Centre for Black African Performing Arts in Lagos, Nigeria, in Louisiana, USA and in many other places all over the world. A newly founded group, The Madagascar All Stars, consisting apart from him of 4 famous Malagasy solo-artists living in France (Justin Vali, Regis Gizavo, Erick Manana and Marius from Fenoamby), has performed in different European countries, including the Brighton Festival, the London Africa Festival at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London, the Traumzeit Festival in Duisburg, Germany, and other festivals in Austria, France and Holland. 
Like all the members of Mahaleo, Dama also has a full-time professional career apart from his music. Following his graduation in Sociology from the University of Antananarivo he worked as an agriculturist, experimenting with and developing eco-agricultural methods and training peasants in their use.
From 1993 – 2002 he served as independent Deputy in the National Assembly of Madagascar, first representing the capital city Antananarivo. In 1998 he was re-elected as MP for the large rural region of Ambatofinandrahana in the province of Fianarantsoa. He has also served as Vice-President to the National Assembly during 2002. His particular concerns are cultural policy and rural development.
He is currently director of an NGO "Communication in the service of development', which is setting up and interlinking a range of rural radio stations in his former constituency of Ambatofinandrahana as well as co-directing the ecological project Vojahanary (with co-singer song-writer Ricky Olombelo).
He has acted for 3 years as consultant advisor to the Changing City Spaces project (http://citynexus.com), and is currently consultant on two further Southampton directed projects, the AHRC project Diaspora as Social and Cultural practice (http://www.tnmundi.com) and the EU 6th framework project SeFoNe (http://sefone.net). 

 
Recordings: on CD by Dama and by Mahaleo
Most easily available is the CD with the complete recording of the songs featured in the film Mahaleo (Laterit productions).
Other recordings include:
Madagascar Mahaleo (Mars 1976/ Sunset France 1995)
Mahaelo en concert (WDR 1983)
Dama (Mars 1993)
Tadidiko (Melodie 1997)
Dama and D'Gary The long way home (Shanachie 1994)
World out of Time compilation: Vol. 1 (Shanachie 1992) Vol. 2 (Shanachie 1993) Vol. 3 (Shanachie 1996)
+ Selected songs on various collections of Malagasy music, including 
World Network: Madagascar (World Network 1993).

