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WP/12 Wellington Papers: Papers of Henry
Wellesley, first Baron Cowley (1773-1847)

Henry, first Baron Cowley, was the younger brother of the first Duke of Wellington and Richard
Wellesley, Marquis Wellesley.  He was a professional diplomat and accompanied his brother Richard
Wellesley to India as his private secretary in 1797 and on his embassy to Spain in 1809.  From
November 1809 he took Richard’s place as envoy extraordinary and he was named British
ambassador to Spain on 1 October 1811.  He remained in Spain until March 1822.  He was
ambassador at Vienna from 1823 to 1831 and at Paris in 1835 and again from 1841 to 1846.

These papers were bequeathed by Sir Victor Wellesley to the seventh Duke of Wellington in 1954.

Extracts from Henry Wellelsey’s papers are printed in The diary and correspondence of Henry
Wellesley, first Lord Cowley, 1790-1846 ed. F.A.Wellesley (London, n.d.).

WP12/1 Volumes of original correspondence from the first

Duke of Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley

WP12/1/1 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley
21 Mar 1810 - 29 Aug 1810
Volume of paper leaves

WP12/1/2 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley
7 Sep 1810 - 31 Dec 1810
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/3 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
6 Jan 1811 - 10 Apr 1811
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/4 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
10 Apr 1811 - 18 Dec 1811
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/5 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
3 Jan 1812 - 30 Jun 1812
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/6 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
8 Jul 1812 - 11 Dec 1812
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/7 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
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1 Jan 1813 - 4 Aug 1813
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/8 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
6 Aug 1813 - 14 Dec 1813
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/1/9 Letters from Wellington to Sir Henry Wellesley, including returns of killed and
wounded
2 Jan 1814 - 2 Jun 1815
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/2 Copies of correspondence from Sir Henry Wellesley to

Wellington

WP12/2/1 Letters from Sir Henry Wellesley to Wellington
9 Sep 1810 - 19 Jan 1811
Volume of paper leaves

WP12/2/2 Letters from Sir Henry Wellesley to Wellington
23 Jan 1811 - 3 Aug 1811
Volume of paper leaves

WP12/2/3 Letters from Sir Henry Wellesley to Wellington
8 Aug 1811 - 19 Sep 1813
Volume of paper leaves, bound in leather covered boards

WP12/2/4 Letters from Sir Henry Wellesley to Wellington
21 Jan 1813 - 18 Mar 1814
Volume of paper leaves, bound in cloth covered boards

WP12/3 Other papers of Sir Henry Wellesley

WP12/3/1 Register of despatches sent by Sir Henry Wellesley to Wellington and Lord
Castlereagh, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, (précis book)
7 Mar 1810 - 1 Aug 1815
Volume of paper leaves, bound in leather covered boards

WP12/3/2 Letter book containing copies of letters from Sir Henry Wellesley, at Vienna, to
George Canning, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
6 Jul 1823 - 14 Jan 1826
Volume of paper leaves, bound in paper covered boards


