MB1/C Mountbatten Papers: South East Asia Command, 1943-6

In August 1943, Mountbatten was appointed Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia (SACSEA); he
arrived in India to take up his post in the following October. The newly created South East Asia Command
(SEAC) included Burma, Ceylon, Siam, the Malay peninsula and Sumatra; Mountbatten was in overall
charge of all allied forces within this area, on land, sea and in the air, and he was consequently responsible
to the governments of each country contributing forces. At first, Mountbatten's headquarters (HQ SACSEA)
was based in Delhi; in April 1944, it moved to Kandy, in Ceylon, which had a more bearable climate and was
nearer to the centre of Mountbatten's command. India continued to be important as a source of supplies and
manpower and as SEAC's channel of communications, and Mountbatten retained a smaller staffin New Delhi
in what was termed 'Rear HQ SEAC'. SEAC was also represented in London at the offices of the War
Cabinet by a staff known as the "Rear Link'. When the war in South East Asia was at an end, HQ SACSEA
moved again, this time to Singapore, where Mountbatten received the formal surrender of the Japanese and
from where his post-war tasks in the region were carried out. Administratively Mountbatten's subordinate as
SACSEA was his deputy (DSACSEA), below whom were a chief of staff (COS) and deputy chief of staff
(DCOS). Responsible to this hierarchy were three allied commanders-in-chief, in charge of British and
American naval, air and land forces in the theatre. Between October and December 1944, there was an
almost complete change of personnel in these posts and also some change in their responsibilities.
Lieutenant General Stilwell, US Army, had been not only DSACSEA, but also Commanding General of the
American China-Burma-India (CBI) theatre, and COS to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek in China. After
his departure in October 1944, each of these tasks was given to a separate individual. From November 1944,
the Eastern Fleet became known as the East Indies Fleet to reflect its different responsibilities, and 11 Army
Group, for similar reasons, was renamed Allied Land Forces South East Asia (ALFSEA). The
responsibilities of Mountbatten's position as SACSEA were not clearly defined and there was debate whether
his role was solely that of a co-ordinator of the forces under his command, or one of more active
participation. Mountbatten adopted the latter stance.

In August 1943, when Mountbatten arrived in South East Asia, there were serious problems facing the allies.
Japan had occupied most of Burma, malaria and other tropical diseases had seriously weakened the allied
forces, and morale was low. Under Mountbatten's command, much was done to bring malaria gradually
under control; morale was boosted by a concerted propaganda campaign, which included visits by
Mountbatten to front-line troops and increased coverage of the war in South East Asia in newspapers in
Britain and the USA. Mountbatten appointed a journalist, Frank Owen, to produce a newspaper (entitled
SEAC) for the troops in SEAC, together with an Anglo-American magazine, PHOENIX.

Mountbatten held regular meetings with his three commanders-in-chief and other major personalities in his
theatre of war. British and American aims were different: Britain wanted to liberate Burma and to push on
to reclaim Malaya and Singapore from the Japanese, whereas the Americans were primarily interested in
Burma as a supply route to China, which, once a land route had been opened, could be liberated from the
Japanese and Communist forces within it. While this led to clashes between Mountbatten and his American
allies, and especially with his deputy, Lieutenant General Stilwell, on the whole, Anglo-US co-operation in
South East Asia increased during Mountbatten's term of command, most notably between the air forces of
the two countries.

Mountbatten believed that combined operations, and especially those involving the navy, were the key to
allied success in Burma. The British government, however, concentrated its resources on winning the war
in Europe, which had the effect of leaving SEAC consistently short of supplies, and it even lost some of those
it had with the recall of forces to the European theatre. A succession of operations was planned, only to be
cancelled or drastically scaled down, and Mountbatten also had to contend with Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek, who regularly threatened to withdraw Chinese troops from Burma. Mountbatten paid several visits to
China, and corresponded frequently with Lieutenant General Carton de Wiart, Special Military
Representative with Chiang Kai-shek and Personal Representative of the Prime Minister of Great Britain,
who was based in Chungking and had regular meetings with the Generalissimo.
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Most allied victories in SEAC began as defensive actions against Japanese attacks, rather than as offensive
operations. In February 1944, Japan attacked the Arakan area of Burma in an attempt to weaken and divert
allied forces before a larger attack in the Imphal Plain the following month. The allies won victories in both
areas, opening the land route to China, and by the end of October the Japanese were in retreat. Mountbatten
was determined to take Rangoon before the monsoon began the following June, as the Americans had only
promised him air support until that time. In March 1945, Mandalay fell to the allies, and when they arrived
in Rangoon in April, they found that the Japanese had already fled from the city. After the allied victory in
Europe in May 1945, supplies were more plentiful in SEAC, and in August of that year, after the explosion
of the two atomic bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Japanese surrendered. Mountbatten received the
formal surrender of the Japanese to SEAC on 12 September 1945.

After the war, Mountbatten's tasks were to locate allied prisoners of war and to gain control of the Japanese
in SEAC. The command was now enlarged to include French Indo-China and the Netherlands East Indies.

These tasks proved difficult and complicated. The removal of the Japanese forces of occupation created a
power vacuum in these countries; temporary military administrations were established in some areas, which,
although helping to keep control, added to existing tensions. Not only were the original colonial powers and
new nationalist elements at loggerheads, but both sides felt threatened by the imposition of the new military
rule. These problems were most marked in French Indo-China and the Netherlands East Indies. It had been
agreed at the Potsdam Conference to divide Vietnam (part of French Indo-China) along the Sixteenth
Parallel. Chiang Kai-shek was to have control of the north and SEAC was to round up Japanese survivors
in the French-controlled south. In September 1945, the Communist Viet Minh in the southern sector
proclaimed the Republic of Vietnam. Without SACSEA's opinion being sought, British forces were used
to help the French regain control, thus committing Britain to supporting the French colonial power in this
region. In the Netherlands East Indies, Dutch rule had weakened during the war, and the strength of
nationalist feeling was seriously underestimated, causing much unrest. Ultimately, the two sides were
persuaded to negotiate on the basis of a form of dominion status for Indonesia, in return for British co-
operation in maintaining key areas of the country peaceful.

Mountbatten returned to London in May 1946, retaining the title of SACSEA until the end of the year while
he wrote his despatches.

Most of the papers in MBI1/C created during Mountbatten's time as SACSEA take the form of
correspondence - letters, memoranda, minutes, signals and telegrams, or copies of these - and the contents
ofthis part of the archive are overwhelmingly concerned with official business. Much of'this correspondence
was addressed to, or dealt with, by SACSEA's secretary, Captain R.V.Brockman, RN, or by Mountbatten's
assistant and personal secretaries. Carbon copies of their largely typewritten replies and of letters dictated
by Mountbatten are in the archives. The papers are now in files, arranged alphabetically by file title. A few
remain with their SEAC dockets, reflecting the original arrangement of the archive. The correspondence has
been arranged chronologically within each file. The papers and correspondence were often circulated to
other staff in HQ SACSEA who had an interest in the matter; circulation lists are frequently appended,
together with the views and memoranda of the staff of the headquarters, loose, or recorded on the circulation
dockets.

MB1/C contains some material from 1943 relating to Mountbatten's service as Chief of Combined
Operations, as he began to organise his staff for SEAC while still CCO.

Papers relating to the publication of the official despatches for the war in South East Asia are in MB1/F16-
20. Material concerning the history of SEAC is in files MB1/K263-264E.

MB1/C1 Correspondence with Air Marshal Sir George Clarke Pirie, Allied Air Commander-in-Chief, Air
Command South East Asia 1946

MB1/C2 General Sir Ronald Forbes Adam, Adjutant General to the Forces 1943-6

MB1/C3 Correspondence with Sir Henry Vaughan Markham, Secretary of the Admiralty 1943-6



MB1/C4 Airborne Forces Security Fund 1945-6

MB1/C5 Air Command Headquarters, South East Asia 1945-6

MB1/C6 A Branch, South East Asia Command 1946

MB1/C7 Allied Land Forces South East Asia, searcher organisation: prisoner of war enquiries 1945-6
MB1/C8 Leopold Stennett Amery, PC, MP, Secretary of State for India and Burma 1943-5

MB1/C9 Correspondence with J.Forbes Amory 1945-6

MB1/C9A Lord Louis Mountbatten's appointment as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia:
photocopy of a letter to the Prime Minister (PRO PREM 3/53/4) 1943

MB1/C10 Correspondence with Vice Admiral George Thiery d'Argenlieu, French Navy, Haut Commissaire
de France pour I'Indochine 1945-6

MB1/C11 Correspondence with General Henry H.Arnold, US Army, General Officer Commanding United
States Army Air Forces 1943-5

MB1/C12 Tour of Australia: letters of thanks to Brisbane, Darwin, Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra, and VIPs
1946

MB1/C13 Tour of Australia and New Zealand: general correspondence 1946

MB1/C14 Tour of Australia and New Zealand: letters written from Brisbane 1946

MB1/C15 Tour of Australia and New Zealand: letters written from Melbourne 1946

MB1/C16 Tour of Australia and New Zealand: letters written from Sydney 1946

MB1/C17 Tour of Australia and New Zealand: letters written from Canberra 1946

MB1/C18 Miscellaneous correspondents: A - Ap 1943-6

MB1/C19 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ap - Ay 1943-6

MB1/C20 William Maxwell Aitken, first Baron Beaverbrook 1943-5

MB1/C21 Rear Admiral Oliver Bevir, Senior Officer Royal Naval Establishments, India: requisitioning of
The Anchorage, Bombay, for use by the Women's Royal Naval Service and the Queen Alexandra's Royal

Naval Nursing Service 1945

MB1/C22 Colonel John H.Bevan: plans of the South East Asia Command and the South West Pacific Area
1945

MB1/C23 Sir Edward Benthall, Member of Council for War Transport, India 1943-5

MB1/C24 Professor John Desmond Bernal, Scientific Officer, Combined Operations Headquarters 1943-4
MB1/C25 Rear Admiral W.G.Benn, Director of Navigation, Admiralty 1943-5

MB1/C26 British Military Administration, Malaya 1945-6

MB1/C27 Brendan Bracken, PC, MP, Minister of Information: includes correspondence with the Ministry



of Information 1943-5

MB1/C28 General R.C.Blaizot, French Army (Chief of the French Military Mission, South East Asia
Command, and Commander-in-Chief French Forces, South East Asia, 1944-5; General Officer Commanding
Colonial Troops, 1946) 1944-6

MB1/C30 Ernest Bevin, PC, MP (Minister of Labour, 1944; Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 1945)
1944-6

MB1/C31 Major General Reginald Alexander Dallas Brooks, RM, Political Intelligence Department,
Foreign Office 1943-6

MBI1/C32 Lieutenant General Sir Frederick Arthur Montague Browning, Chief of Staff, South East Asia
Command 1945-6

MB1/C33 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ba 1943-6
MB1/C34 Miscellaneous correspondents: Be 1943-6
MB1/C35 Miscellaneous correspondents: Bh - Bo 1943-6
MB1/C36 Miscellaneous correspondents: Bra - Bri 1943-6
MB1/C37 Miscellaneous correspondents: Bro 1943-6
MB1/C38 Miscellaneous correspondents: Bru - Bz 1943-6

MB1/C39 Sir Andrew Caldecott, Governor of Ceylon: includes papers about the use of the King's Pavilion,
Kandy, by Lord Louis Mountbatten as SACSEA 1944

MB1/C40 Wing Commander Alan Campbell-Johnson, Recorder, South East Asia Command 1944-6
MB1/C41 Bridget Helen Hore-Ruthven, Countess of Carlisle 1944-6

MB1/C42 Lieutenant General Sir Adrian Carton de Wiart, Special Military Representative with
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 1943-5

MB1/C43 Lieutenant General Sir Adrian Carton de Wiart, Special Military Representative with
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 1945-6

MB1/C44 Commander Peter Du Cane, RN, Managing Director, Vosper Limited, Portsmouth, Hampshire
1943-5

MB1/C45 Colonel Leslie J.Carver, South East Asia Command, Rear Link: visit to China and Burma 1944-5

MB1/C46 Wing Commander the Marquis de Casa Maury, RAFVR, Senior Intelligence Officer, Combined
Operations Headquarters 1943

MB1/C47 Richard Gardiner Casey, Governor of Bengal 1944-6
MB1/C48 Correspondence with L.C.Hollis, Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee 1943-5

MB1/C49 General Sir Alexander Frank Philip Christison (General Officer Commanding 15th Indian Corps,
1944-5; Allied Commander, Netherlands East Indies, 1945-6) 1944-6

MB1/C50 Field Marshal Sir Alan Francis Brooke, first Baron Alanbrooke, Chief of the Imperial General



Staff 1943-5
MB1/C51 Major General Robert E.Laycock, Chief of Combined Operations 1943-6

MB1/C52 Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Arthur William Tedder, first Baron Tedder, Chief of the Air
Staff 1946

MB1/C53 Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Supreme Commander, Land and Air Forces, China Theatre, and
Madame Chiang Kai-shek 1943-5

MB1/C54 Lieutenant General Mark Wayne Clark, US Army (General Officer Commanding 5th Army, 1943;
General Officer Commanding 15th Army Group, 1945) 1943-5

MB1/C56 Petitions concerning British Military Administration and Civil Affairs in Malaya and Singapore
1945-6

MB1/C57 Commander A.N.P. De Costabadie, RN 1945
MB1/C58 Noel Coward: includes correspondence about IN WHICH WE SERVE 1941

MB1/C59 Sir Richard Stafford Cripps, Minister of Air Production: PHOENIX magazine; visit to
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 1943-5

MB1/C60 Congratulations files: letters to recipients of awards 1944
MB1/C61 Congratulations files: letters to recipients of awards 1945-6
MB1/C62 Congratulations files: letters to recipients of awards 1944-5

MB1/C63 Congratulations files: includes letters to Lord Louis Mountbatten about the capture of Mandalay
1943-6

MB1/C64 Congratulations files 1945
MB1/C65 Congratulations files 1945-6
MB1/C67 Congratulations files: fall of Rangoon and the liberation of Burma 1945

MB1/C68 Congratulations files: appointment of Mountbatten as a Knight Commander of the British Empire
1945

MB1/C69 Congratulations files: Lord Mountbatten's promotion to Rear Admiral 1946

MB1/C70 Congratulations files concerning Lord Mountbatten's viscountcy: correspondents A - G 1946
MB1/C71 Congratulations files concerning Lord Mountbatten's viscountcy: correspondents H - L 1946
MB1/C72 Congratulations files concerning Lord Mountbatten's viscountcy: correspondents M - R 1946
MB1/C73 Congratulations files concerning Lord Mountbatten's viscountcy: correspondents S - Y 1946
MB1/C75 Miscellaneous correspondents: Cha - Chu 1943-6

MB1/C76 Miscellaneous correspondents: Co 1943-6

MB1/C77 Miscellaneous correspondents: Cr - Cu 1943-6



MB1/C78 Miscellaneous correspondents: Da 1943-6

MB1/C79 Miscellaneous correspondents: De 1943-6

MB1/C80 Miscellaneous correspondents: Dr - Dy 1943-6

MB1/C81 Miscellaneous correspondents: Dh - Do 1943-6

MB1/C81A General Charles de Gaulle (President of the French Committee for National Liberation, 1943-4;
head of the French provisional government and Chief of the Armed Forces, 1944-5) 1944-5

One letter about correspondence with de Gaulle and Combined Operations 1976

MB1/C82 Correspondence with General Sir William Joseph Slim, Indian Army, Major General Godfrey
Edward Wildman-Lushington, RM, and Lieutenant General Sir Henry Royds Pownall, about South East Asia
Command despatches 1946

MB1/C83 General Sir Miles Christopher Dempsey (General Officer Commanding 14 Army, 1945;
Commander-in-Chief Allied Land Forces South East Asia, 1945; Commander-in-Chief Middle East Forces,
1946) 1945-6

MB1/C84 Maberley Esler Dening, Chief Political Adviser to Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia
1943-6

MB1/C85 Admiral Sir Charles Kennedy-Purvis, Deputy First Sea Lord 1945-6
MB1/C86 Despatches and war diary: correspondence and comments 1946
MB1/C87 Despatches and war diary: correspondence and memoranda 1945-6

MB1/C88 Field Marshal Sir John Dill, British Joint Staff Mission, Office of the Combined Chiefs of Staff,
Washington, DC 1943-4

MB1/C89 Brigadier General W.Donovan, US Army 1943-5

MB1/C90 Colonel I.W.Dooh, Chinese Resident Military Officer, India 1943-6
MB1/C91 Thomas Edward Neil Driberg, MP 1945-6

MB1/C92 Miscellaneous correspondents: E 1943-6

MB1/C93 Admiral Sir James Fownes Somerville, Commander-in-Chief Eastern Fleet, 1943-44; Admiral
Sir Bruce Austin Fraser, Commander-in-Chief Eastern Fleet, 1944 1943-4

MB1/C94 Vice Admiral Sir Arthur Francis Eric Palliser: Fourth Sea Lord, 1944-6; Commander-in-Chief
East Indies Station, 1946 1944-6

MB1/C95 Vice Admiral Sir Arthur John Power, Commander-in-Chief East Indies Fleet 1944-5
MB1/C96 Robert Anthony Eden, PC, MP, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 1943-5
MB1/C97 Miscellaneous correspondents: Fa - F1 1943-6

MB1/C98 Miscellaneous correspondents: Fo - Fu 1943-6

MB1/C99 Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Browne Cunningham, first Viscount Cunningham, First Sea Lord
and Chief of the Naval Staff 1943-6



MB1/C100 Albert Victor Alexander, PC, MP, First Lord of the Admiralty 1943-5
MB1/C101 C.S.Forester 1944-5
MB1/C102 Vice Admiral John Henry Godfrey, Flag Officer Commanding Royal Indian Navy 1943-5

MB1/C103 Major General Francis Wogan Festing, General Officer Commanding Land Forces (36 Division),
Hong Kong 1944-6

MB1/C104 Farewell letters and signals to formations leaving South East Asia Command 1945-6
MB1/C105 Commander Douglas Fairbanks, junior, US Naval Reserve 1941-6

MB1/C106 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ga - Ge 1943-6

MB1/C107 Miscellaneous correspondents: Gh - Gl 1944-6

MB1/C108 Miscellaneous correspondents: Go - Gy 1943-6

MB1/C109 Air Chief Marshal Sir Alfred Guy Roland Garrod (Deputy Allied Air Commander-in-Chief, Air
Command South East Asia, 1943-4; Allied Air Commander, Air Command South East Asia, 1944-5;
Commander-in-Chief Royal Air Force, Mediterranean and Middle East, 1945; Military Staff Committee of
the United Nations Organisations, 1946) 1943-6

MB1/C110 Gazda Engineering Company 1943-5

MB1/C111 Gestapo file on Lord Mountbatten (with memorandum by Lord Mountbatten dated June 1967)
1943-4 1967

MB1/C112 Major General Sir Colin McVean Gubbins, Head of the Special Operations Executive 1943-5
MB1/C113 Major General Douglas David Gracey (General Officer Commanding-in-Chief 20 Indian
Division 1945; Commander Allied Land Forces French Indo-China, 1945-6; General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief Northern Command India, 1946) 1945-6

MB1/C114 Elizabeth M.Goodenough, Superintendent, Women's Royal Naval Service 1944-5
MB1/C115 Miscellaneous correspondents: H - Han 1943-6

MB1/C116 Miscellaneous correspondents: Har - Hay 1943-6

MB1/C117 Miscellaneous correspondents: He - Hi 1943-6

MB1/C118 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ho 1943-6

MB1/C119 Miscellaneous correspondents: Hu - Hw 1943-6

MB1/C120 George Henry Hall, PC, MP, Secretary of State for the Colonies 1945-6

MB1/C121 Major General J.Charles Haydon (Vice Chief of Combined Operations, 1943-4; Officer
Commanding 1st Guards Brigade, Central Mediterranean Forces, 1944; British Joint Staff Mission, Office
of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, Washington, DC, 1945; Head of the Joint Staff Mission, Melbourne,
Australia, 1946) 1943-6

MB1/C122 Colonel Anthony Henry Head, Chief Military Planner, Combined Operations: Operation
HUSKY, etc. 1943
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MB1/C123 Admiral Conrad Emile Helfrich, Royal Netherlands Navy (Commander-in-Chief Netherlands
Forces in the Far East, 1945-6) 1943-6

MB1/C124 Major General Herbert Ralph Hone, Chief Civil Affairs Officer, Malaya 1944-6

MB1/C125 Lieutenant General Sir Thomas Lionel Hunton, RM (Adjutant General, Royal Marines, 1943;
General Officer Commanding Royal Marines, 1944-5) 1943-5

MB1/C126 Honours and awards: miscellaneous 1944-6

MB1/C127 Honours and awards: film industry 1946

MB1/C128 Honours and awards: campaign stars 1945-6

MB1/C129 Honours and awards: British awards for United States officers 1945

MB1/C130 Honours and awards: French decorations for British servicemen and British decorations for
French servicemen for service in French Indo-China 1945-6

MB1/C131 Honours and awards: New Year’s honours list 1946
MB1/C132 Honours and awards: post-war general service medal 1946
MB1/C133 Honours and awards: victory honours list 1946

MB1/C134 Honours and awards: victory honours list; correspondence relating to Lord Mountbatten's
viscountcy with special remainder 1946

MB1/C135 Miscellaneous correspondents: I 1943-6

MB1/C136 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Jan 1944 - Mar 1944
MB1/C137 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Sep 1943 - Dec 1943
MB1/C138 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Apr 1944 - Oct 1944
MB1/C139 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Jun 1944 - Nov 1944

MB1/C140 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Sep 1944 - Dec 1944;
Aug 1945 - Oct 1945

MB1/C141 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Oct 1944 - Feb 1945
MB1/C142 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Feb 1945 - Dec 1945
MB1/C143 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India Jan 1946 - Aug 1946

MB1/C144 General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India: abolition of Allied Land
Forces South East Asia; administrative problems, remobilisation in India Aug 1945 - Sep 1945

MB1/C145 General Sir Lionel Hastings Ismay, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Defence Jan 1946 - Jul
1946

MB1/C146 General Sir Lionel Hastings Ismay, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Defence Jan 1945 - Dec
1945
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MB1/C147 General Sir Lionel Hastings Ismay, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Defence Jan 1943 - Nov
1944

MB1/C148 Miscellaneous correspondents: J 1943-6
MB1/C149 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ka - Kh 1943-6
MB1/C150 Miscellaneous correspondents: Kid - Kin 1943-6
MB1/C151 Miscellaneous correspondents: Kir - Kz 1943-6

MB1/C151A John Keswick: appointment as Lord Louis Mountbatten's personal representative; Sino-Foreign
Advisory Committee, Shanghai 1943-6

MB1/C152 Miscellaneous correspondents: La - Le 1942-6
MB1/C153 Miscellaneous correspondents: Li - L1 1943-6
MB1/C154 Miscellaneous correspondents: Lo - Lz 1943-6

MB1/C155 Major General Charles Reginald Cambridge Lane: Supreme Allied Commander's representative
in Delhi, Commander Rear HQ SEAC 1944-6

MB1/C156 Admiral Sir Geoffrey Layton (Commander-in-Chief, Ceylon, 1944-5; Commander-in-Chief,
Portsmouth, 1946) 1945-6

MBI1/C157 Colonel J.Leader 1943-6
MB1/C158 General Leclerc, French Army, Commander-in-Chief, French Indo-China 1945-6

MB1/C159 Lieutenant General Sir Oliver William Hargreaves Leese (General Officer Commanding 8th
Army, 1944; Commander-in-Chief, Allied Land Forces South East Asia, 1945) 1944-5

MB1/C160 Lieutenant General H.Lumsden, Headquarters, South West Pacific Area 1943-4

MB1/C161 Major General Godfrey Edward Wildman-Lushington, RM (Assistant Chief of Staff, South East
Asia Command, 1943-4; General Officer Commanding Commando Group, 1945) 1943-6

MB1/C162 Miscellaneous correspondents: Mac - Mc 1943-6
MB1/C163 Miscellaneous correspondents: Mi - Moo 1943-6
MB1/C164 Miscellaneous correspondents: Mor - Mow 1944-6
MB1/C165 Miscellaneous correspondents: Mu - My 1943-6
MB1/C166 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ma - Man 1943-6
MB1/C167 Miscellaneous correspondents: Mar - May 1944-6
MB1/C168 Miscellaneous correspondents: Me 1943-6

MB1/C169 General Douglas David MacArthur, US Army, Supreme Allied Commander, South West Pacific
Area 1974-7

MB1/C170 Air Chief Marshal Sir Trafford Leigh Leigh Mallory, Commander-in-Chief Allied Expeditionary
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Air Force, Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force 1943-4
MB1/C171 General George Catlett Marshall, US Army, Chief of Staff 1943-5
MB1/C172 Lieutenant Commander I.G.Mason, secretary to the Chief of Combined Operations, 1945 1943-6

MB1/C174 Vice Admiral Sir Geoffrey John Audley Miles, Deputy Commander, Eastern Fleet, South East
Asia Command 1943-4

MB1/C176 Sir Henry Monck Mason Moore, Governor of Ceylon 1944-6

MB1/C177 Lieutenant General Frederick E.Morgan, Chief of Staff, Supreme Allied Command 1943
MB1/C178 Miscellaneous correspondents: Na - Ne 1943-6

MB1/C179 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ni - Nu 1943-6

MB1/C181 General Sir Joodha Shumshere Jung Bahadur Rana, Maharaja of Nepal, Commander-in-Chief,
Nepalese Forces 1943-6

MB1/C182 New Zealand tour: letters of thanks, mainly from Lady Mountbatten Apr 1946

MB1/C183 New Zealand tour: letters of thanks, mainly from Lord Mountbatten Mar 1946 - Apr 1946
MB1/C184 New Zealand tour: Auckland, 5-8 April 1946 1946

MB1/C185 New Zealand tour: Wellington, 1-4 April 1946 1946

MB1/C186 Lieutenant Commander W.F.G.North, Broadlands Estate Office 1944-6

MB1/C187 Lieutenant General Sir Archibald Nye, Vice Chief of the Imperial General Staff, 1944-5 1943-5
MB1/C188 Miscellaneous correspondents: O 1943-6

MB1/C189 Lieutenant Colonel Frank Owen: former editor of the EVENING STANDARD; editor of SEAC,
1944-5; editor of the DAILY MAIL, 1946 1943-6

MB1/C190 Miscellaneous correspondents: Pa - Py 1943-6
MB1/C191 Miscellaneous correspondents: Pea - Pet 1943-6
MB1/C192 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ph - P1 1943-6
MB1/C193 Miscellaneous correspondents: Po - Py 1943-6

MB1/C194 Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Rodney Park, Commander-in-Chief Air Command South East Asia
Feb 1945 - Jun 1945

MB1/C195 Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Rodney Park, Commander-in-Chief Air Command South East Asia
Jul 1945 - Dec 1945

MB1/C196 Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Rodney Park, Commander-in-Chief Air Command South East Asia
Jan 1945, Jan 1946 - Dec 1946

MB1/C197 Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard Edmund Charles Peirse, Commander-in-Chief Air Command
South East Asia Sep 1943 - Nov 1944
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MB1/C198 Stewart Perowne (Ministry of Information, London, 1943; Public Relations Section, British
Embassy, Baghdad, 1943-6; Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 1946) 1943-6

MB1/C199 PHOENIX magazine, edited by Frank Owen from 24 February 1945 1945

MB1/C200 Major General lan Stanley Orde Playfair, Deputy Commander-in-Chief Allied Land Forces
South East Asia 1943-5

MB1/C201 Poems 1942-6

MB1/C202 Marshal of the RAF Sir Charles Frederick Algernon Portal, first Viscount Portal of Hungerford,
Chief of the Air Staff 1943-6

MB1/C203 Post-war reorganisation of services 1945
Staff College, Haifa 1944

MB1/C205 Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President of the USA 1943-5

MB1/C206 Harry S.Truman, President of the USA 1945

MB1/C207 Clement Richard Attlee, Prime Minister of Great Britain 1945-6

MB1/C208 Prisoner of war enquiries 1945-6

MB1/C209 Geoffrey Pyke 1943-5, 1953

MB1/C210 Colonel H.H.Philips 1943-5

MB1/C211 Lectures on South East Asia Command organisation, Burma strategy, etc. ¢.1950
MB1/C212 Political warfare: Batavia; allegations of M.E.Dening, Chief Political Adviser to the Supreme
Commander South East Asia, against the Far Eastern Publicity Division of the Supreme Allied Command

South East Asia 1945-6

MB1/C213 Liaison with South West Pacific Area: General Douglas David MacArthur, US Army, Supreme
Commander South West Pacific Area 1944-5

MB1/C214 Naval matters: the Mountbatten "ruler'; Mountbatten station keeping equipment; postings 1931-
45

MB1/C215 Kandy (South East Asia Command) airstrip 1945

MB1/C216 Relief of General Sir George James Giffard, Commander-in-Chief 11 Army Group (later Allied
Land Forces South East Asia) 1944

Relief of General Oliver William Hargreaves Leese as Commander-in-Chief Allied Land Forces South East
Asia 1945

MB1/C217 Telegrams and letters concerning commanders-in-chief 1944-6

Relief of Air Marshal Sir Richard Edmund Charles Peirse as Commander-in-Chief Air Command South East
Asia, and other correspondence 1944-6

Operations by the Royal Air Force in the Netherlands East Indies, for October 1945 - November 1946 1945-
6

MB1/C218 Publicity of the Supreme Allied Command South East Asia 1944-6

MB1/C219 Supreme Allied Commander's quarterly Press meetings 1944
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MB1/C220 Supreme Allied Commander's Press conference, Ministry of Information, London 21 Aug 1944
MB1/C221 Supreme Allied Commander's Press conference, London 9 Aug 1945
MB1/C222 Supreme Allied Commander's Press conference, Singapore 11 Sep 1945
MB1/C226 Miscellaneous personal files 1944-6
MB1/C227 Victory honours for war leaders and peerage for Mountbatten 1945-6
MB1/C228 Supreme Allied Commander's caravan 1945-6
MB1/C229 Admiral Sir James Fownes Somerville (Commander-in-Chief Eastern Fleet, 1943-4; Admiral
Sir Bruce Austin Fraser, Commander-in-Chief Eastern Fleet, 1944; Vice Admiral Sir Arthur John Power,
Commander-in-Chief East Indies Fleet, 1944-5) 1943-5
MB1/C230 York MW102: VIP aircraft for the Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia 1944
MB1/C231 Supreme Allied Commander's pay allowances: miscellaneous accounts 1944-6
MB1/C232 War trophies and memorials 1945-6
MB1/C233 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ra - Ray 1944-6
MB1/C234 Miscellaneous correspondents: Re - Riy 1943-6
MB1/C235 Miscellaneous correspondents: Rob - Rot 1942-6
MB1/C236 Miscellaneous correspondents: Row - Ru 1943-6
MB1/C238 Miscellaneous correspondents: Sac - Say 1943-6
MB1/C239 Miscellaneous correspondents: Sc - Sey 1943-7
MB1/C240 Miscellaneous correspondents: Sh - Sho 1943-6
MB1/C241 Miscellaneous correspondents: Si - SI 1943-6
MB1/C242 Miscellaneous correspondents: Sm - Sp 1943-6

MB1/C243 Miscellaneous correspondents: Sta - Stu 1943-6
Correspondence about a biography of Admiral Harold R.Stark, US Navy 1978

MB1/C244 Miscellaneous correspondents: Su - Sy 1944-6
MB1/C245 Admiral Sir Algernon Usborne Willis, Second Sea Lord 1945-6

MB1/C246 Brigadier D.S.Schreiber: Headquarters, 50th Indian Tank Brigade, 1943; Chief of Staff,
Government House, Canberra, Australia, 1945-6 1943-6

MB1/C247 Sir Archibald Henry MacDonald Sinclair, Secretary of State for Air 1944-5
MB1/C247A General Sir William Joseph Slim (General Officer Commanding-in-Chief Headquarters 14th

Army, 1944-5; Commander-in-Chief Allied Land Forces South East Asia, 1945; Imperial Defence College,
1946) 1944-6
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MB1/C248 Sir Reginald Hugh Dorman-Smith, Governor of Burma 1945-6
MB1/C249 Sir Reginald Hugh Dorman-Smith, Governor of Burma 1943-4
MB1/C250 Admiral Sir James Fownes Somerville, British Admiralty Delegation, Washington, DC 1944-6

MB1/C251 Dr T.V.Soong (Minister for Foreign Affairs, Republic of China, 1943-5; Vice President,
Republic of China, 1945) 1943-5

MB1/C252 Oliver Stanley, PC, MP, Secretary of State for the Colonies; mainly concerning the political
future of Malaya and the Straits Settlements 1944-5

MB1/C253 Lieutenant General Joseph W.Stilwell, US Army 1943-5

MB1/C254 Lieutenant General Sir Montagu George North Stopford (General Officer Commanding 33rd
Indian Corps, 1944; General Officer Commanding-in-Chief Headquarters 12th Army, South East Asia
Command) 1944-6

MB1/C255 Lieutenant General George E.Stratemeyer, USAAF (General Officer Commanding Eastern Air
Command South East Asia, 1943-6; General Officer Commanding United States Army Air Force,
Headquarters, Air Defense Command, New York) 1943-6

MB1/C256 Lieutenant General Daniel Isom Sultan, US Army (Deputy Commanding General, China-Burma-
India Theatre, 1944; Commanding General Burma- India Theatre, 1944-5; Inspector General, War
Department, Washington, DC, 1945-6) 1944-6

MB1/C257 Miscellaneous correspondents: Ta - Ti 1943-6

MB1/C258 Miscellaneous correspondents: To - Ty 1943-6

MB1/C259 Acting Captain Humphrey D.Tollemache, RN (Chief of Combined Operations Representative,
British Joint Staff Mission, Washington, DC, 1944; Office of RALSC(U), HMS DINOSAUR, Troon,
Ayrshire) 1943-5

MB1/C260 Miscellaneous correspondents: U 1943-6

MB1/C261 Miscellaneous correspondents: V 1943-6

MB1/C262 Field Marshal Sir Archibald Percival Wavell, first Viscount Wavell, PC, Viceroy of India 1943-
4

MB1/C263 Field Marshal Sir Archibald Percival Wavell, first Viscount Wavell, PC, Viceroy of India 1944-
6

MB1/C264 George Edmund Brackenbury Abell, ICS, Private Secretary to the Viceroy of India; Colonel
Douglas H.Currie, Military Secretary to the Viceroy of India 1944-6

MB1/C265 Visits: Chungking, China, October 1943 1943-4

MB1/C266 Visits by Lord Louis Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops
under his command: routine correspondence 1945

MB1/C267 Visits by Lord Louis Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops
under his command: routine correspondence 1944

MB1/C268 Visits by Lord Louis Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops
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under his command: routine correspondence 1944

MB1/C269 Visits by Lord Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops under his
command: routine correspondence; includes an index of officers and men met on tour, 1945-6 1946

MB1/C270 Visits by Lord Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops under his
command: routine correspondence 1946

MB1/C271 Visits by Lord Louis Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops
under his command: routine correspondence; includes a list of British and American officers met on tour
1945

MB1/C272 Visits by Lord Louis Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia to troops
under his command: routine correspondence 1945

MB1/C273 Ledo tour, April 1944 1944

MB1/C274 Lieutenant Commander U.Vudhijai, Royal Siamese Navy (Prince Vudhijai of Siam) 1945-6
MB1/C275 Miscellaneous correspondents: Wad - Waw 1942-6

MB1/C276 Miscellaneous correspondents: We - Wh 1944-6

MB1/C277 Miscellaneous correspondents: Wic - Will 1943-6

MB1/C278 Miscellaneous correspondents: Wils - Wy 1943-6

MB1/C279 John James Lawson, Secretary of State for War; Sir Eric Bourne Bentinck Speed, Permanent
Under Secretary of State for War; miscellaneous War Office correspondence 1944-6

MB1/C280 Lieutenant General Albert Coady Wedemeyer (US Army Deputy Chief of Staff South East Asia
Command, 1943-4; Chief of Staffto Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Commander US Forces China, 1944-5)
1943-5

MB1/C281 Lieutenant General Albert Coady Wedemeyer, US Army (Deputy Chief of Staff South East Asia
Command, 1943-4; Chief of Staffto Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Commander US Forces China, 1944-5)
1943-4

MB1/C282 Dr Chaim Weizmann: chemical projects, including synthetic rubber 1942

MB1/C283 Lieutenant Colonel Joseph W.Weld, South East Asia Command Rear Link, Offices of the War
Cabinet 1944-6

MB1/C284 Lieutenant General Harry Edward De Robillard Wetherall, Commander-in-Chief, Ceylon 1944-
5

MB1/C285 Lieutenant General Raymond A.Wheeler, US Army (Principal Administrative Officer South East
Asia Command, 1943; Deputy Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia, 1944-5; Commanding General,
United States Forces India-Burma Theatre, 1945; Chief of Engineers, War Department, Washington, 1946)
1943-6

MB1/C286 Admiral Sir William Jock Whitworth (Second Sea Lord, 1943-4); Admiral Sir Algernon Usborne
Willis (Second Sea Lord, 1944-6) 1943-6

MB1/C287 Field Marshal Sir Henry Maitland Wilson: British Joint Staff Mission, Washington, DC, 1945
1944-5
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MB1/C288 Major General Orde Charles Wingate (Long Range Penetration Group Advance Headquarters,
3rd Indian Division, 1944) 1943-4

MB1/C289 Women's Royal Naval Service 1942-6
MB1/C290 Miscellaneous correspondents: X - Y 1943-6
MB1/C291 Miscellaneous correspondents: Z 1943-6
MB1/C292 Papers of special interest 1943
MB1/C293 Papers of special interest 1943
MB1/C294 Papers of special interest 1944
MB1/C295 Papers of special interest 1944
MB1/C296 Papers of special interest 1945
MB1/C297 Papers of special interest 1945
MB1/C298 Papers of special interest 1945
MB1/C299 Papers of special interest 1945
MB1/C300 Papers of special interest 1946
MB1/C301 Papers of special interest 1945-6
MB1/C302 Papers of special interest 1946

MB1/C303 The building of the Ledo Road, Burma: photocopies of papers supplied by Colonel A.Hurt
1944-5

MB1/C304 Appointment of Lord Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia (photocopies
from PRO PREM 3/53/3) 1943

MB1/C305 Appointment of Lord Mountbatten as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia (photocopies
from PRO PREM 3/53/4) 1943

MB1/C306 Singapore services telephone directory 1945

MB1/C307 ONI226: Allied Landing Craft and Ships, Division of Naval Intelligence, Navy Department,
Washington, DC 1944

MB1/C308 Record of mileage flown by Lord Mountbatten while Supreme Allied Commander South East
Asia, 1946; Supreme Allied Commander, South East Asia Headquarters directories, 1944-6; Potsdam
conference directory, July 1945 1944-6

MB1/C309 Certificate of Lord Mountbatten's membership of the Royal Naval Society of Sweden (Kungl.
Orlogs Manns Sallskapet) 6 Nov 1946

MB1/C310 Printed order of ceremony for Lord Mountbatten's installation as a Knight of the Garter 17 Dec
1946

MB1/C311 Two photographs of the instrument of surrender of the Japanese Expeditionary Forces, Southern
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Region, to Lord Louis Mountbatten 12 Sep 1945

MB1/C312 Documents relating to the Japanese surrender in South East Asia: power of attorney from Field
Marshal Count Hisaichi Terauchi, Japanese Army; copies of the surrender document; powers to the Japanese
plenipotentiaries to treat 1945

MB1/C313 Original and translation of the request from Field Marshal Count Hisaichi Terauchi, Japanese
Army, to commence negotiations to surrender his forces to Lord Louis Mountbatten, Saigon 25 Aug 1945

MB1/C314 Lord Louis Mountbatten's citation as Commander, Legion of Merit (USA) 17 Sep 1945
MB1/C315 Lord Louis Mountbatten's citation for the Distinguished Service Medal (USA) 13 Nov 1945

MB1/C316 Reports of General Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck, Commander-in-Chief, India: despatch,
21 June 1943 - 15 November 1943; three reports, 16 November 1943 - 31 May 1944, 1 January 1945 - 31
December 1945, 1 January - 31 May 1946 1943-6

MB1/C317 11 Army and Allied Land Forces South East Asia operational record: vol. i, November 1943 -
August 1945; vol. ii, 15 August 1945 - 20 November 1946 1943-6

MB1/C318 Headquarters Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia: general orders 1944

MB1/C319 Report on the British Military Administration, Malaya, September 1945 - March 1946: two
copies, one of which contains Lord Mountbatten's typescript annotations inside the front cover c.Jul 1946

MB1/C320 Typescript of a book by Major Wehl on events in the Netherlands East Indies and Indonesia,
August 1945 - April 1946 (later published as THE BIRTH OF INDONESIA (1948)) ¢.1946

MB1/C321 REPORT OF THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER TO THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF
STAFF ON THE OPERATIONS IN EUROPE OF THE ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, 6 JUNE 1944
TO 8 MAY 1945 (United States government publication) 1945

MB1/C322 Despatch by Lieutenant General Sir Oliver William Hargreaves Leese, formerly Commander-in-
Chief Allied Land Forces South East Asia, "Operations in Burma from 12th November 1944 to 15th August
1945": typescript, amended as agreed by the author (1946-7); published in the LONDON GAZETTE, April
1951 1947-51

MB1/C323 *Air Command South East Asia: despatch on air operations from the fall of Rangoon (3rd May
1945) to surrender by Japanese at Singapore (12 September 1945)' by Air Marshal Sir Keith Rodney Park,
Allied Air Commander-in-Chief South East Asia, with amendments as agreed by Park Aug 1946

MB1/C325 REPORT ON THE BURMA CAMPAIGN 1941-1942, by Sir Reginald Hugh Dorman-Smith,
Governor of Burma (Simla, 1943; secret print by the government of India Press, Simla) Nov 1943

MB1/C326 Official history of World War II: first draft of BRITISH MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN
THE FAR EAST 1943-6 by F.S.V.Donnison ¢.1950

MB1/C327 Bound copy of "War diary, being the personal war diary of Captain R.M.Halliday, MBE,
combined with the war diary of the Machine Gun Battalion, the 12th Frontier Force Regiment Indian Army,
1940-1946" post 1946

MB1/C328 Photocopies of documents from the MacArthur Archives 1943-7

Photocopies of indices to war diaries, April - June 1945 (PRO WO 172)

Copies of papers about the reorganisation of the command in South East Asia, September 1943 (PRO CAB
79/64-5)

Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia: notes for lectures and speeches in the United Kingdom 30
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