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Introduction

In this session we will
 Understand the development of ARIs

e Establish how ARIscan be usefulto researchers pre and
post funding application stage

* Offer clarity as to how to engage with an ARIs
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Development of ARIs

THE
FRANCIS
CRICK
INSTITUTE

'Ensuring a successful UK research

endeavour'
BIS/RCUK, 2015

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a801c6fe5274a2e87db7eaa/BIS-15-625-
Paul Nurse ensuring-a-successful-UK-research-endeavour.pdf (see p22, 23, 25)

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a801c6fe5274a2e87db7eaa/BIS-15-625-ensuring-a-successful-UK-research-endeavour.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a801c6fe5274a2e87db7eaa/BIS-15-625-ensuring-a-successful-UK-research-endeavour.pdf
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Development of ARIs _
"On the Government side, procedures need to be further developed to capture the full range

of governmental research interests involved, including the natural and social sciences, and the

work on evidence gaps in relation to public services"
p22, my emphasis, ‘Ensuring a successful UK research endeavour'BIS/RCUK, 2015

THE
FRANCIS
CRICK
INSTITUTE

"Government and other public agencies want knowledge that is useful in developing
useful applications, including good policy. This may require original research, but it may also
entail the systematic use of research resources which have been generated by previous

studies, and which require research skills for their analysis."
p23, 'Ensuring a successful UK research endeavour'BIS/RCUK, 2015

Research » AZ researchers

Paul Nurse
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

"Supporting a more systematic expression of Government’s own research needs:

* Thereis a need across the full range of Government Departments for a more strategic
approachinrelation to their departmental R&D programmes. Thisis partly a matter of
securing the right levels of resource, butincludes maintaining ‘statements of need, in
terms of the most important research questions confronting the Departments. These will

require work across the Government analytical p rofessions to develop."
P24, my emphasis, Ensuring a successful UK research endeavour'BIS/RCUK, 2015
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Development of ARIs

Variable Departmental responses
(to 2019)

e Sporadic

Paul Nurse
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ° Scope

* Contact/responsiveness
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Development of ARIs

Universities Policy Engagement Network
Establishes ARI subcommittee
(Spring 2019)

zrechy

Engaging with UK
Government Areas
of Research Interest:

e 'State of ARIs'

e Recommendations for Govt

(outreach/ communication/funding)

e Recommendations for UPEN
(brokerage/comms/impact eval/ARI

https://www.upen.ac.uk/what we offer deve|opment)
/reports/UPEN ARI Report.pdf



https://www.upen.ac.uk/what_we_offer/reports/UPEN_ARI_Report.pdf
https://www.upen.ac.uk/what_we_offer/reports/UPEN_ARI_Report.pdf
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Development of ARIs

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

Annette Boaz
LSHTM

ARI Fellows appointed (Autumn 2019)

e Vallance & Rubin champions (GOS)

 Review development and content of
ARIS

e Recommendations for improvement

Incredibly importantacademicinputto
evolve ARIs supported by GCSA
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Development of ARIs

« Solicited priority ARIs from all government departments
e . 2 iori i icipati h
Prioritising Workshop to co-create priority themes, with UKRI participation (25" Feb)

ARIs

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

» Sense-checked themes and allocation of >1500 ARIs against categories
» Addition of refreshed ARIs as published
LUEWETERO @ « Presented 7 themes to CSA Network and JR (10th March)

themes

 Re-prioritising ARIs in discussion with CSAs, GCSA, ESRC, departments (March - Apr) \
» Revised paper presented to CSAs (15 April)
Re- * Robin Grimes (MoD - Nuclear) as lead CSA, presented “Rebuilding for a resilient Britain" to CST (215! May) for steer on
prioritisation EEWSIER
J
An nette Boaz « Launch of 9 Task and Finish groups to collate existing research, distil key messages, and identify research gaps —
LSHTM submissions currently under discussion with CSAs
* ESRC & UKRI involvement in all working groups, with diverse academics and Govt’ officials
SleET[SIlEilY « Closing Plenary 3 November )

_ «7

Oliver & Boaz, Transforming Evidence, https://Ishtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e 7df-416e-a319-
b08800cf8bdc



https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
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Development of ARIs

The journey so far S

O
@‘) @
(=)

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

ARI
Analysis

Evidence gaps
roadmaps

1. ARI production 3. ARI-related tasks
Research capability

Annette Boaz

LSHTM 2. Spotting synergies,

prioritising themes

Oliver & Boaz, Transforming Evidence, https://Ishtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-
b08800cf8bdc



https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
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Development of ARIs

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

Getting to know you et - Pulling together key
and GOS 'Desngnlng RBB 'Learmng roundtables messages
: Dec 2019 ; March-April 2020 : Jan-Feb 2021 : Nov-Feb 2022
Annette Boaz : | :
E Jan —-Feb 2020 E July-Oct 2020 E March-August 2021 E May 2022
‘ Prioritising ARIs Rebuilding a Interviews with key . Final reports

Resilient Britain stakeholders z

Oliver & Boaz, Transforming Evidence, https://Ishtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-
b08800cf8bdc



https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
https://lshtm.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f43f43-e7df-416e-a319-b08800cf8bdc
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Development of ARIs Universities Policy Engagement Network

& GOS ARI Fellows
Rebuilding a Resilient Britain ARIs

The Rebuilding a Resilient Britain programme was launched during the COVID-19 pandemic, to address aspect of Britain's recovery
from the pandemic over the medium-to long-term.

ESRC/ARI Fellows Professor Annette Boaz and Dr Kathryn Oliver, funded by ESRC and working with the Government Office for
Science ARI team and with government departmental Chief Scientific Advisers, identified a set of topics and themes based on
existing departmental ARIs that should be addressed as a priority. These ARIs were divided into 9 themes, which were addressed by
9 Working Groups consisting of researchers, funding bodies and policy makers.

Each Working Group produced a report, identifying existing evidence, gaps in the evidence base, and key messages around the
ARIs (note that the reports are the views of the working group members and are not indicative of government policy). These are
linked below.

The reports have been made available online as a resource for academics, policy makers and funders interested in what the groups
collated on what is already known; and where the current research gaps seem to be on 9 topics of cross cutting interesting to
government departments.

Rls were identified by UPEN members as a key area of focus for the network in 2019. In the Rebuilding a Resilient Britain
programme of work, UPEN were actively engaged in the identification of expertise.
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Development of ARIs

Rob Davies
UCL

Nicky Buckley
Cambridge

Capabilities in Academic
Policy Engagement

Parliamentary ARI Fellows R Fatamen

* Goes beyond Nurse Review recommendations. [k
2017-19 Liaison Committee recommendation.

Longer call, supplement Inquiry calls, survey J(%

format

* 2020-2024 8 ARIsby 6 UK
Parliament Select Committee & 6 ARIs by
4 Senedd Select Committee delivered

UK Parliament and Senedd
(Scottish Parliament in discussion)

https://post.parliament.uk/type/select-committee-area-of-research-interest/
https://senedd.wales/senedd-business/areas-of-research-interest/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmliaisn/1860/1860.pdf



https://post.parliament.uk/type/select-committee-area-of-research-interest/
https://senedd.wales/senedd-business/areas-of-research-interest/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmliaisn/1860/1860.pdf
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Development of ARIs Universities Policy Engagement Network
ARI Subcommittee, 2020-2024

M * Engagement with GOS facilitated CSA
ARI Network

Government

Office for Science

* Shape ARlinterface with academics

* x4 Departmental 'soft launches' for
ARIls to Knowledge Brokers
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Development of ARIs

ogh
Foocky

Areas of
Research Interest

Summary Paper

Nicky Buckley, ice-Chair, CSaP Associate Director

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
oxUo1w3XoONA-LvewOtT4Ce3ECLhutt/view

Universities Policy Engagement Network
ARI Subcommittee, 2023

e Aims to support brokerage & comms
e 'Synthesis of a synthesis'

* Highly labourintensive (instantly out
of date)


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oxUo1w3XoONA-LvcwOtT4Ce3ECLhutt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oxUo1w3XoONA-LvcwOtT4Ce3ECLhutt/view
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Development of ARIs Enterthe ARI Database...

Where can research make a difference?

Search, browse or analyse Areas of Research Interest (ARIs) from UK governmental bodies, to see how your research could help solve problems and
inform government policy.

Try 'renewable energy' Q Search or View all ARIs

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

Annette Boaz
LSHTM

https://ari.org.uk/



https://ari.org.uk/
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Development of ARIs

Kathryn Oliver
LSHTM

Annette Boaz
LSHTM

Enterthe ARI Database...

* Near real time updates

 Key word search across all AR
(Departmental & ALB)

 Summaries of relevant research to
avoid duplication

e C(Clear contact information

A step change in ARl accessibility & utility
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Utility for researchers

\¥here can research make a difference?

Search, browse or analyse Areas of Research Interest (ARIs) from UK governmen

tal bodies, to see how your research could help solve problems and [ ]

inform government policy.

https://ari.org.uk/

Your link to policy impact

Pre-funding application

ldentify govt interest in your subject matter
Engage with relevant policymakers (civil servants)
Letters of Support

Post award

Tensioning findings/recommendations with govt
evidence needs

Policy roundtable

Rationale to engage


https://ari.org.uk/

University of

Southampton

Utility for researchers

Examples

Amount of funding directed
towards other policy KE activity
including, for example, staff and
events

Number of altendees at policy
engagement training

Being invited into a process
which may benefit from

Examples

. Contribution: Expert responds to
a consultation, writes a think:

piece / blog

. Number of policy bnefs
generated

. Recommending expert work 1o
others

Examples

Collaboration: deeper, longer-
term and more mutualistic joint
work, expert joins an expert
panel, placement, fellowship,
exchange, or other long-term
relationship with officials. Slow
more resources, deep
Number of contributions to
briefings or peer review of
briefings written by legislature
staff

invitations to speak to
committees / cross party groups
/ staff / members

Examples

Public Policy|Southampton
Your link to policy impact

Examples

. Instrumental: changes to plans,
decisions, behaviours
practices, actions, policies

. Conceptual: changes to
knowledge, awareness
attitudes, or emotions

. The ultimate effects of policy or
practice change, such as
changes in the wellbeing of a
given population, or reductions
in carbon emissions

Co-authored policy document
Contributions to drafting a Bill
Citations in policy documents

A

Outcomes Impacts

Outputs
tangible things resulting
from the activities - usually
able to be counted

how the policy itseif or the
policy-making process has
changed as a result

how the policy change has
affected the effectiveness
of the policy

Examples

. Culture/attitudes towards
knowledge exchange, and
research itself

*  Changes in ideas, policies
practices and behaviours

e  Capacity. changes to skills and
expertise [of policymakers|
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https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RE-030222-KEFReviewReport.pdf
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Engaging with Govt Policy activities

Academics and external organisations working together to co-produce research evidence that
addressesan ARl in the form of a policy brief, executive summaries, slidedeck and presentation

\¥here can research make a difference?

Search, browse or analyse Areas of Research Interest (ARIs) from UK governmental bodies, to see how your research could help solve problems and
inform government policy.

| T iy Ry o Carryout a survey or conduct interviews to gain qualitative insights on an ARI;

Evaluation of past and current interventions around an ARI;

Policy roundtables, or evidence seminars (to facilitate knowledge exchange and co-develop
ideas) which answer an ARI

Practitioner meetings and/or workshops based on an ARI;

Activities to cultivate and enhance relationships between academicand non-academic
users/stakeholders (e.g. network building/consolidating) in relation to a specific ARI;

Co-design of research-led tools, resources, or toolkits across a range of multimedia (e.g.,
building websites or data repositories, creating and disseminating videos) linked to an ARI.

Stakeholderanalysis related to a specific ARI;

https://ari.org.uk/



https://ari.org.uk/
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Further resources 'Transforming evidence for policy and practice: creating space for
new conversations' Oliver & Boaz, 2021, Nature

'The hard labour of connecting research to policy during COVID-19'
Oliver & Boaz, 2021, LSE Impact Blog

Oliver & Boaz are at the | o
'Areas of research interest: joining the dots between government
fo refro nt Of th |S WO rk and research atlast?' 2022 Oliver, Boaz, Cuccatto, 2022, F1000
Research
PPS thoroughly recommend
'How well do the UK government’s ‘Areas of Research Interest’

fO I IOWl ng th e| I Tra N Sfo 'Mm | ng work as bo.undary' objects to facilitate rgsearch use in
] policymaking?' Oliver & Boaz, 2023, Policy Press
Evidence group.

Enter the dragon: Senedd committees Areas of Research Interest
pilot project, Davies, 2022, CAPE Blog

; Bevond the usual suspects: diversifying engagement with
Transforming ool : oct t
Evidence ar'|amen ary select committees
Davies, 2021, CAPE Blog

for policy and practice


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-019-0266-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-019-0266-1
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2021/03/09/the-hard-labour-of-connecting-research-to-policy-during-covid-19/
https://f1000research.com/articles/11-1509
https://f1000research.com/articles/11-1509
https://policyandpoliticsblog.com/2023/04/05/how-well-do-the-uk-governments-areas-of-research-interest-work-as-boundary-objects-to-facilitate-research-use-in-policymaking/
https://policyandpoliticsblog.com/2023/04/05/how-well-do-the-uk-governments-areas-of-research-interest-work-as-boundary-objects-to-facilitate-research-use-in-policymaking/
https://policyandpoliticsblog.com/2023/04/05/how-well-do-the-uk-governments-areas-of-research-interest-work-as-boundary-objects-to-facilitate-research-use-in-policymaking/
https://www.cape.ac.uk/2022/11/11/senedd-aris/
https://www.cape.ac.uk/2022/11/11/senedd-aris/
https://www.cape.ac.uk/2021/10/18/cape-case-study-rob-davies-policy-fellow-october-2021/
https://www.cape.ac.uk/2021/10/18/cape-case-study-rob-davies-policy-fellow-october-2021/
https://transforming-evidence.org/about
https://transforming-evidence.org/about
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Next steps

New Things Fund call 'NTF x ARI'

Open until Thursday 29th February 2024 (11.59 pm)
More information and applications here

Contact PPS to discussyourapplication
or ARIs more generally
publicpolicy@soton.ac.uk

Questions?


https://www.southampton.ac.uk/publicpolicy/support-for-researchers/New%20Things%20Fund/new-things-fund.page
mailto:publicpolicy@soton.ac.uk
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